Ask about the equipment that will be used

Vans, espacially those operatad by non-pro-
Fessional drivers, have bean deamad unsats for
exlanded surient travel by both the MNational
Transporiation Sately Board and the National
Highway Trafhc Sa'sty Administrabon. Fudl-sizea
molorcoachos (Bast described as those vehicles
with seating capacty of 20-or more adults and a
baggage comainment ares beneath tha passan-
ger compartment floor), though not constructed
o school bus specifications, are designed spa-
calically lor axtanded mghway travel and are con-
siclorad one of the salast losms of highway rans-
paort

Verity that the trip can be done within

Fecberal "ﬂil‘.‘lil_:_l_'ﬁ-fljf-gl'.'ﬂ'iﬂﬁ" and common
o sense Hmitations

By federal law, commercial bus and
motorcoach drivers may drive far no more han
10-hours during any dety day and may naot drive
a commearcial vehicle at all altar being “on-duty™
tor 15 hours. Al the and of their duty day, inay
muist be afordad al l6&s! eiohl hours off duty for
the purposeas of rest. Mfter no moee than 70-hours
of duty i any work week, an off driver may nol
drive a commercial molor vehscls belore baing
attordad at least 24-hours off duty for rest bolore
he may agan aperate a commercial vehicle.,

Verify the carrier's “subcontracting”
practives

Moloreoach companles often fum 1o othar
carriars lor drivers and equipmeant whan travel
Qroups are oo arge or he onginal carmers
schedue is too busy 10 accommodate your
traval. Ask your choson carriar if e expacts to
“subcontract” any part of your travel neads and
with whom. |f any ol your trave| group is 1o be
carfad by ancther company, ensuse that ail of
the companies vsed maet tha same criteria you
would impose on your chosen, prirmary carmier
Require propar documeniation from the subaan-
Tracted mojorcoach company as wall,

1
I Many churches own coaches |

Churchaes are nol requirad o mesi fecaral
salely compliance Il they carmy only Ihe church
members or i the passangers nids fres, Many
churches do ot adequataly underszand this dis-
finclion snd actually charler coaches to schools
and other groups wilhout complying with fedaral
safelty standards, Lnder hese circumstances
yial may nsk kack ol salely, lack of inaurance
ana fack of gualified drivars, I yvou are changed
to use a church coach (@ven a danation), you
shaukd expect thal the chureh coach mest the
qualificatians previously oitlined tor a motorcoach
company. This is federal law! Coachies ownad
by ieneduals or organdzations land 1o be the maost
hazardous.

Beware ol barguins

Coach companies able 1o offer drasticaly re-
ducad rales 1o charier o wour your group may be
forced 1o cul comers on coach mainlanance
|2alely), salety compliance (inspecticns), insur-
anca, licanse, or comfor features, such a6 mi
condiflaning, video equipmant, and heating.

o protect yourself and your gronp,
alwavs require a wrilten contract

The contract should spocity Ine date, numbe:
of passengars, ftinerary and total charge for lhe
. Every moveman! ol the coach should be
isied.  The nama of e coach owner and the
name al the group must be on the contract, 1
the company does nod wanal o give you B oon-
tract, thare is something wrong! You riss paying
a different, higher price later, of nonpadomance
of servica. Require a recelpt lor payment. This
obligates the company lo provide the semvica.
Haware ol “cash only® arangemsnta. This may
intcate kack of authosty or complinnoe with sataty
raguiations,
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This guide, created by the Virginia Molorcoach
Associalion, m cooperalion wih tha Amencan Bus
Associalion and the Linited Molorcoach Associa-
tion is the resull of a cooparalive affort with high-
way safety partners in the federal and state gov-
emmenis, the law anforcemant community and
the prolessional motoreoach industry. 1t is de-
signad 10 sarve as a guida 1o help thoas who plan,
schedule and conduct student activity tips 1o
make the ighl choica and to better tndarstand
aach alement of motoreoach travel,

The Virginia Molorcoach Association mamb.ar-
ship mumbers 30 aclive opemtons, who an m-
quired o meat the mguirements in this goica af
the lime they are approved for membaership. For
your comveniance we have includad a mosler of
Virginia Molorcoach Association membership.

The iollowing steps can help you leal more
confident about the safety of the molorcoach pro-
wider that you have chosen for your student raval.
+ Understand and acknowledge tha fact thal
noi all molorcoach companias are equally
safa.

Dont choose a provider on poca akone

# Tum to the axparts Iof help. Insist on the
adoplion of an “approvad camer Fst” and
demand thal no lravel takes place on
unapproved carrisrs,

¢ Do he research. Review evary camer's
salely gualifications ahead of individual
travial needs.

&

Safa siudonl molciooach ravel, owevar, ign'
autormatic.  Trsval plarmers, schood admdnisica
tors, sledents, aranls and svenpone nssociniod
with “siuddant aclivily”™ fransportafion musi axer-
clse @ sliong concam Jor “salety first " good jud-
ment and some basic advance msaaech balore
sedacting a moloicopoh company o padanm ihs

fripa,
Carrier Rnﬁ-arthl [Eﬂ‘tllﬂt 1

Safety First

Today's molorcoach is one of America’s safesl
means of travel, N is also ona of the most com-
lonable and alfordable ways 1o move any travel
groasp, making It the ranspodation moda of chodes
for thousands of pubbc and private, slemantary.
middle and high schools and hundrads of ol
legos and universilies who trevel imilions of miks
sach yaar on afler-school and sxiracoemiciEar

Irips.

Ask e oumgany for s LSOOT kantificsion
numbar.  The numiben s your bes) ol o beagin
your safaly review of e malor camiar. All cosm-
miercial Bug a0 noloreaack colnpaniaa oparal-
ing soroas siale lines mest Do granded “ntersiats
authority” by fhe FIACSA. Thol suilsonily amuires
8 MBI iisUrAncE Covelage, coilinued op
aation wilhin fedeal and =ate safely rulas, and
suibgacts the compary and i vehicles and diiv
ars i aalely mviee and inspection by ledsmal and
slale puthodiies 8l any hine

Review tho cariar's recoid anllre. The LESDOT
nuenbier seIves 85 youl koy o onling (esearch ol
the camier's salely el

Tha USDOT s molar carrier salely waebsaite at
hitp:hveee salwisys org can provide you with a
snapzhol of tha corfler’'s salaly record, The sits
will Bl o

¢ |l the carnar ks aulhonized 1o enapoit
[ravEsEngers lor bue,

# |1 the caavied Bas cunessl ingieance i foics,
¢ The cames's ecord of regulatory vindaflons
af “oul-of-sarvice” incidenla, hose Emes

whean 2 vahecla oo 8 diver ia found foba n
vickation of [he miles, and & compansan o
NeEliorel avarmsgss

+ (B} The earders highavay accitlent racord:
(bbb The carrigrs current ISDOT "sataly
raling,” i any. avl the dale of the caniar's
ns] *compiinnes ravien " or on-silg inspeo
Bssry By sstbwsitias

Verily the company’s current
INSUFANCe Coverage

All commatclal molor carlars of PASAANHETS
ITHASE TR IR PRI Suranco covarane o
ieimiam authonzed o parform intersiata 5.1'-]'-'.'I|_‘E-
Uperators of velscles capabie of carmrying 15 or
lewar pasEENgers must maintain covarago of at
laast 5 1.5 million: those oparating lamer vahicles
ik maintomn covorage ol at least $5 million.
Hecords onbine may or may not ba up-to-the-
mommants 1o ba cortan of the carmer's covirages,
you should ask the insurng company to send

ot varification af the carrier’s covamge diractly,
iIntoating ihat e coverage is or will bain place
o the dales of your travel, I vou will be & con
BUING CLlEslTST, vou may also wish 1o ask the
et to arkl you as an “additional insured party®
n his policy. By doing so, you will receive di-
FEC] Cormrmanicanons anoul he comer's Insur-
incE covarnge lrom the insurancn COMpENY

Verily the carrier’s qualilication of
drivers and vehicles

All divvers mus! pOSERSS A Curenl Commer-
fal drivare Hcense (CDL) issued by your siate
for tha class of vahilcle thoy will be driving, and &
sinrant medical cartificate indscaling that they
nave mal pEyseial qualiicalion within the praw
Qus lwo years, No diivar should be oparating
ihe vehicle across stale lines under o suspended
ar slalg-authonzed adampl stalus
Drrivrs andl other “safaly-sensitive™ amploy-
B85, SUCH 05 machnnice, am reguined 1o paticl-
paie in dne and aloohol s ng programs. oty
Hiat tha miokor carmer has such a pogram in
piace  Becouss of ladaral rastrctions, drivar test
redulls and reconds are nol avallabla for your
L Eel
s caminsncal vehicles must Da mespacied ar
IFis! ance annuaby 1o comily Bar mechanica
mness qrd compliance.  Virginia padorms his
MEpacik Ass 10 see thi most recen! nspec.
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